Genesis 22:1–18; 

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy﻿ will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”;﻿ as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” ﻿
15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his﻿ enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

James 1:12–18

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.﻿ 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

Mark 1:9–15

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;﻿ with you I am well pleased.” 

12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

One of the fascinating characteristics of the Bible is that the personality of the human author is part of the style of each book of the Bible.  For example one of the characteristics of the Gospel according to Mark is the use of the word immediately.  Mark just loves using that word and its synonyms.  Today's reading illustrates that well as we read: The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  St. Mark doesn’t lollygag around.  He uses “immediately” to drag us by the hand from scene to scene as Jesus heals people, casts out demons, forgives sins, and raises the dead.  The first place we encounter the word is at Jesus’ Baptism.  We can almost still hear the Father’s words “You are my beloved Son,” and the water seems to have barely dried on Jesus’ head when the Holy Spirit pushes Him into the wilderness. Why?  To be tempted.  And that’s crucial!  Now!  Because we are tempted, too.  Now!  It’s urgent that Jesus, who was tempted, helps us urgently when we’re tempted.

With urgency, Jesus is tempted in all ways as we are.

Yes, immediately Jesus goes from the river to wilderness.  The Holy Spirit, who descended upon Jesus in His Baptism, now drives Him into the desert with the same urgency with which God took the children of Israel from the Egypt side of the Red Sea to the wilderness side of the Sinai Peninsula.

Was Jesus’ temptation an occasional thought that passed through His mind while He fasted?  Was He limited to one temptation a day or two or three?  Mark is sparse in his details about Jesus’ temptation, but this he does teach us: Jesus was tempted all forty days of his time there, for “He was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan.”  The writer of Hebrews gives us this insight: “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 

That Jesus was tempted in every respect may be offensive to some people.  To think Jesus was tempted by the most heinous of sins.  To steal?  Okay.  To curse?  Possibly at the Pharisees when they were pestering him.  To commit adultery?  Now that makes me a little uncomfortable, remember the sixth commandment forbids any sexual activity outside of the marriage and that includes impure thoughts and desires.  Now, we don’t get a laundry list of temptations for Day 4 in the desert or Day 38, but the fact still stands that Jesus was tempted in every respect throughout those forty days and throughout His ministry.

To the very end, Jesus is tempted, even on the cross.  Remember, Luke tells us that after these wilderness days, Satan waited for a more “opportune time.”  Many would have given Jesus much latitude to have cursed His enemies, to have cursed throughout the incredible pain He suffered on the cross.  But Jesus did not.  He prayed to his Father; He prayed for His enemies; He gave comfort to the repentant thief who at least once, and probably more than once, had given in to temptation that led to his own crucifixion.  Jesus prayed for you and your temptations even as He died for you.  And this was for you.  By His complete and full temptation, without sin, without faltering one single time, Jesus has credited your account with perfect resistance of all temptation.

With urgency, Jesus comes to us with help and hope.

And now what of your present life of temptation?   Were you not tempted to curse the man who shot Gayle, are you not tempted to fudge on your taxes just a little, or are you not tempted with the sexual flirtations of your co-worker or neighbor.  Urgently! 

At your Baptism, these words were prayed: “And deliver us from temptation.”  Jesus has been and will continue to be by your tempted side until you are finally at peace and rest eternally with Him.  Because you are declared also to be the beloved son or daughter of the heavenly Father, you have all the help of His Son, Jesus.

Oftentimes, Satan plays the same old song of your temptations.  Satan is a keen observer of behavior, and he will not let up until you breathe your last.  But you are not without help and hope.  Remember, Jesus was tempted in every way, and that means Jesus was tempted the ways you are tempted. The temptation to curse, steal, and commit adultery.   But Jesus is with you in each case.  With that in mind, the offensiveness of His temptations slips away, and we have something to grasp firmly.  No matter when we are tempted.

With urgency, we turn to Jesus when we are tempted.

Those great words of comfort from Hebrews even go on: “We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
As tempted people, dare we draw near to God’s throne of grace?  Certainly you can!  Jesus has opened the way for you.  Not only do we hold on to our Savior Jesus, who has been through the very temptations you are going through, but we also cry out our urgent prayers to our heavenly Father, who hears every word for those who are tempted.  In his own prayer, Jesus puts into your mouth the very words of His temptation experience: “And lead us not into temptation.”
And when do we so often pray these words?  Immediately before the Lord’s Supper, where we receive the body and blood of Jesus, who resisted all temptation.  Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, this precious gift strengthens you, your flesh and mind and spirit, in times of temptation.  And as I pointed out last Wednesday, this precious gift forgives you for every time you give in to those temptations.  Jesus is here for you, even now, right now, in your temptation, to help you resist and to restore you when you fall.  Jesus, who was tempted, helps you when you are tempted.  Thank God that He was and that He was for you. Amen.

