L:  The Old Testament lesson is from Genesis 3:8–15

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” ﻿ 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 

15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring﻿ and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

L:  The Epistle lesson is from 2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1 

Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. 15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 17 For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark 3:20–35

Then he went home,and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. 21 And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 

22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 23 And he called them to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27 But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house. 

28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. 32 And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers﻿ are outside, seeking you.” 33 And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.” 

The Homily 

The passages leading up to today's Gospel tell how Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of God throughout Galilee.  During that time of proclamation, Jesus had also driven out demons, cleansed lepers, healed paralytics, and so forth.  His teaching and miracles had made Him very popular. 
Today's Gospel tells us that His popularity followed Him back to His headquarters in Capernaum.  When He and His disciples came home, the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat.  Most of the people who showed up at the house wanted Jesus' help in some way.  But there were two other groups who were also concerned about Jesus. 

Jesus' family was concerned that Jesus was getting overworked.  Since many in His own family did not yet understand what it meant that He was the Messiah, they thought He was having some kind of nervous breakdown or something.  They desperately wanted to get Him out of the public eye and some place quieter so He could recover. 

Then there were the scribes from Jerusalem.  Jesus' popularity had drawn the attention of the religious authorities in Jerusalem.  They sent this delegation to investigate Jesus.  They quickly saw Jesus as a threat and began a campaign to embarrass Him publicly so that they could diminish His influence.  They began saying, "He is possessed by Beelzebul," and "by the prince of demons he casts out the demons." 

Thus today's Gospel presents us with three views of Jesus, or responses to Jesus.  The crowds thought He was the savior even though they did not really understand what that meant.  His family thought He was having some sort of mental or emotional breakdown.  The scribes from Jerusalem insisted that He was in league with the devil. 

In addition to the three views of Jesus that we see in today's Gospel, there is also a connection between the scribes and today's Old Testament reading.  When God cursed the serpent for his part in the fall, He said, "I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring."  Jesus is the seed of the woman.  The scribes are the seed of the serpent. 

How do we know that the scribes are the seed of the serpent?  Well, this is not the only time that they challenged Jesus.  At another time, recorded in St John, Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me.  Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word.  You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me.”  

Jesus Himself identifies the devil as their father. 

So, here we see a very subtle tactic for deceiving people.  The scribes, who actually are in league with the devil, try to embarrass Jesus by accusing Him of being in league with the devil.  They condemn Jesus when it is they themselves who are guilty. 

This problem is still around today.  How often have we heard public figures condemn people who are unfaithful to the vows of marriage and then learn that these people themselves are having affairs? 

But what about us?  How often do we use this deceptive tactic when God's Word challenges us?  When God's Word convicts us of our sin, do we repent or do we accuse God's Word of being divisive?  How often do we complain that we are not heard when it is we who refuse to listen to God's Word?  How often do we accuse others of arrogance when it is we who want our way rather than what God's Word clearly teaches?  If we are honest, we will confess that we have often been like the scribes in today's Gospel.  When God's Word convicts us, we attack God's Word instead of repenting of our sins. 

This is a sign of our own sinful nature.  This is a sign that we love ourselves more than we love God.  This is one more proof that we are by nature enemies of God. 

If we are such sinners, how then can we be saved?  The answer to that question begins with the promise that God included in His curse on the serpent.  He didn't just say, "I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;" but He also promised, "He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."  With these words we hear the first Gospel.  God has promised a Seed of the woman who will crush the serpent's head - a Seed who will restore the beautiful relationship that humanity had with God at creation. 

Jesus fulfilled that promise of God.  Even though He is God, He also became the Seed of the woman.  The serpent tempted Jesus in every way possible, but unlike us, Jesus never sinned.  Satan finally bruised the heel of the Seed by causing Jesus to be tortured and nailed to a cross.  While on that cross, Jesus endured the punishment we deserved for all our sins including the hypocrisy of condemning others for sins that we commit.  When Jesus did that, He crushed the Serpent's head and made salvation available to all people.  Once Jesus, the Seed of the woman, accomplished all that, He rose from the dead and ascended to the Father. 

Even in today's Gospel, Jesus made the promise, "Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter …" He could make this promise because He knew that He would crush the serpent's head.  He knew that He would triumph over sin, death, and the devil.  He already knew that He would secure salvation for all people. 

But then Jesus went on to say, "…but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin."  The Bible tells us that God sent the Holy Spirit to do two things: to create and strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ; and to deliver forgiveness of sins to us through that faith.  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit rejects this work.  The Holy Spirit attempts to give faith and forgiveness, but the blasphemer rejects those gifts.  Jesus went to the cross to crush the serpent's head so that we could have this forgiveness, but the blasphemer rejects the Holy Spirit's delivery of that forgiveness.  The reason this sin cannot be forgiven is that it rejects the very forgiveness that God wants to give. 

Finally, Jesus taught us what it means to be a part of His family.  He said, "Whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother."  This will of God is not what most people think it is, for, at another time, when people asked Jesus what the work of God is, He answered, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent."  So Jesus teaches us that those who believe in Him are His true family.  These are the ones whose sins are forgiven and who have eternal life. 

Jesus taught that those who reject forgiveness also reject their salvation, but those who believe in Him are part of His family and will receive the forgiveness of sins.  Those who receive the forgiveness of sins will live with Him forever.  May all of you receive this faith, this forgiveness, and this salvation. And may you respond by telling others about this wonderful reality.  Amen

