Lamentations 3:22–33
22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; ﻿his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

2 Corinthians 8:1–9, 13–15

We want you to know, brothers,﻿ about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own free will, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you﻿—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 

8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 13 I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14 your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15 As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.” 

Mark 5:21–43 
And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.” 24 And he went with him. 

And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. 25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. 27 She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made well.” 29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 34 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 

35 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler’s house some who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 36 But overhearing﻿ what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and John the brother of James. 38 They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus﻿ saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement. 43 And he strictly charged them that no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

As we saw in last week’s Gospel, Jesus has authority over all things, even the weather.  Mark’s Gospel describes the healing and teaching ministry of Jesus, we see the healing of disease and injury, the cleansing of lepers, the casting out of demons, and so forth.  

Today's Gospel reading takes the ministry of Jesus to a whole new level.  Humans regularly experience recovery from disease, healing from injury, and so forth.  But once you're dead, you're dead.  Normally, there is no coming back.  We often hear people say, "While there is life, there is hope."  The flip side of this saying is that once death occurs, all hope is gone.  As the Bible says, "The last enemy to be destroyed is death." 

Not only did people bring their friends and loved ones to Jesus for healing.  People also did what Jairus did in today's Gospel.  They came to Jesus to intercede for someone who could not come.  In all these circumstances no one ever asked Jesus to cure death itself.  Even in today's Gospel, Jairus originally sought out Jesus to heal his daughter because she was at the point of death.  When the daughter died, people came from the ruler's house who said, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?" They were basically saying, it was too much to expect that even such a great miracle worker as Jesus could raise someone from the dead. 

Never the less, Jesus has authority even over death.  Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, "Do not fear, only believe."  Jesus knew the message from home must have pierced the heart of Jairus.  Thus Jesus comforted Jairus with hope. 

Now that the daughter of the synagogue ruler was dead, Jesus knew things could get out of hand very quickly.  He was not interested in making a spectacle out of this family's grief.  He dismissed the crowds and even most of His disciples.  The Old Testament indicates that three witnesses are enough to establish the truth of a matter in a court of law.  Jesus followed this tradition as He restricted the witnesses to Peter, James, and John.  In this way, Jesus did not subject this family to the curiosity seekers in the crowd. 

When Jesus arrived at the home, He politely, but firmly emptied the house of everyone except the three witnesses and the parents of the child.  Taking her by the hand he said to her, "Talitha cumi,” which means, "Little girl, I say to you, arise."  And immediately the girl got up and began walking … Jesus showed that He has authority even over death. 

By the time we come to this point in the ministry of our Lord, He has demonstrated authority over every debilitating medical condition.  He has demonstrated authority over the elements of creation.  He has demonstrated authority over every spiritual enemy.  In today's Gospel He has demonstrated authority over death.  Jesus has demonstrated complete authority over every possible evil that can attack us. 

Jesus not only demonstrated authority over all things, but He also demonstrated authority at every level of society as well.  The other miracle in today's Gospel account demonstrates this very well.  Another member of society who also needed help from Jesus, a woman who had suffered for twelve years with an uncontrolled bleeding problem. 

The O.T. tells us that any woman who has an unusual flow of blood is unclean.  Everything she touches is unclean.  If she comes into contact with people, they have to take a bath and wash their clothes.  A woman with such a flow of blood may not be dead physically, but she is dead socially. 

Not only is she a social outcast, but she used all of her earthly resources in an attempt to find a doctor who could cure her condition, and was no better but rather grew worse.  Even with of all our medicals advances, we still know people who have gone to many doctors and spent a fortune with nothing to show for it.  The difference for this woman is that there was no insurance back then and she had used up all her resources.  This woman was a social outcast in more ways than one. 
So our miracles today involve the two extremes of society; Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue and the woman with the bleeding problem who both received help from Jesus.  Thus we see that Jesus not only has authority over all things, but that He has also come to help all people.
Evil attacks us in different ways.  As a result, each of us suffers in different ways.  We each have our own conditions, injuries, and ailments.  We all occupy different places in society.  Yet, our tragedies all bring us to the same fate.  The root cause of all our evils is our sin.  Despite our differences, our sin will take each of us out of this world in the same way.  Sooner or later, each of us must face death.  Sooner or later, each of us must face the judgment that comes at death.  Sooner or later, we must all give an account of our lives. 

Earlier in this sermon I indicated that power over death is a greater power than power over anything else.  Yet there are levels of authority even in death.  

There are two degrees or kinds of death, temporal and eternal.  Temporal death is what we experience here in time, the separation of the body from the spirit.  Eternal death is outside of time.  It is the endless separation between us and God.  Just as the continuous flow of blood separated the woman from society, our continual flow of sin separates us from God.  For our own sin doomed us to perish, not just from this earth, but also from the blessings of God's presence with us. 

The ultimate goal of Jesus' journey here on this earth was not merely to deal with temporal death.  His goal was to defeat death in all its forms including the eternal death that separates each and every one of us from God.  In order to deal with eternal death, He had to deal with its cause, sin. 

Jesus, who never sinned, filled Himself with our sin.  In this way, He became the focal point of God's wrath against our sin.  Then He took the punishment of our sin when He suffered and died on the cross. In that way He defeated sin, the power of the devil, and death, both temporal and eternal death.  And He demonstrated His victory over sin and death by rising from the dead and ascending into heaven.  

With Christ's victory comes the promise of eternal resurrection. 

When Jesus raised Jairus' daughter from death, He restored her to a state consistent with her age of twelve.  She continued to grow old and eventually died again.  The woman who suffered from the flow of blood also died. 

On the last day, we will rise never to die again.  We know this because the one who grasped the hand of a dead daughter and restored her to life has also risen from the dead.  On the last day He will take our hand and raise us as well - not to return to this life, but to life without end.  

St. Paul explains in Corinthians “This perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.  When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
Amen

