Deut. 4:9; 11:18-21
Walking in God’s precepts.
It never ceases to amaze me how much kids learn from watching and listening to their parents.  It goes without saying that kids are constantly learning from their parents, whether its language, manners, habits healthy and not so healthy, or anything else that life presents us.  Kids are constantly watching us to see how we handle this thing called "life."  Sometimes the lessons we teach them are good.  Sometimes they're not.  As a parent myself of ten grown children, I learned the hard way I said the wrong things in haste and they were absorbed by my children.  Really, the more you look at it, the more you have to realize that God has entrusted some of the biggest responsibility imaginable to parents, and that responsibility never really ends.  We are raising His little gifts of life that He has entrusted to our care; a stewardship trust that extends throughout our lifetime.

But what happens when the lessons that need to be taught are uncomfortable or unpopular?  There's not one parent here who has ever looked forward to having "The Talk" with their children.  Do we still teach the lessons?  Do we entrust this teaching to someone else?  You may be surprised to hear that the trend over the past few decades has been to entrust more and more of the "uncomfortable life lesson" material to people and institutions outside the home.  Now understand: I'm not talking about teaching reading, writing, arithmetic, and the like.  I can assure you that there are professionals working in our schools who can do a far better job than I can in teaching these vital skills.  What I'm talking about here can only be understood through the eyes of a Christian.  What does God say about this or that?  

Take marriage and sexuality for example.  There's a big difference between what popular culture says and what God says, isn't there?  There's a big difference between only teaching the basic "mechanics" of something like what junior high health classes do, and actually teaching the Godly and proper care, respect, and stewardship that is supposed to accompany the "mechanical" portion of the lesson.  Just look around at how many grade school students nowadays know everything there is to know about safe sex and birth control because they learned it in health class, or worse yet, learned it from television, but still have no idea whatsoever what the words "adultery" or "fornication" or "honor" or "cherish" or even "love" mean.  Yet, how many parents have actually sat their kids down and talked about what it means to truly "fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in all that we say and do, and husband and wife love and honor each other?" But maybe that's part of the problem.  How many self-professed Christian parents even know the lesson material themselves?  I'll be the first to admit: It's impossible to teach on a topic you know nothing about.  Keep in mind, too, that this is just one example of what it is to faithfully teach our children what God says—sitting down and actually talking to them about God and what He says and how He sees things.  Should we be surprised when things go wrong with our kids in any area of life when we willfully excuse ourselves from the uncomfortable side of parenting because the subject matter makes us uneasy or embarrassed? 

My brothers and sisters in Christ: as our Old Testament lesson reveals to us this morning, God has given and entrusted His Word to us.  This Word has been entrusted to us to teach and share with those whom God has placed in our midst.  I want you to understand that God has not put upon you some terrible burden that no one can bear.  This is not something that is to be abdicated or handed over to the pastor or the Sunday School teachers to do on Sunday mornings because it can be difficult or uncomfortable at times.  In fact, it's just the opposite.  God has already given you and equipped you with His life-saving and living Word of the Gospel.  

So what does this Gospel teaching look like and sound like in everyday life?  Well…that's just it: It is everyday life!  It's what you say, think, and do everyday as a baptized child of God who is faithfully living in a fallen and sinful world, whether you're at work, at home, at school—wherever!  People are watching and listening.  Little people are watching and listening.  They are observing and absorbing everything, big Christians make little Christians.  

Rightly teaching the Gospel is witnessed in such everyday things as speaking well of our neighbor, putting the best construction on everything.  It is witnessed and taught in speaking words of forgiveness (and actually meaning them), even when a great deal of damage and pain has been inflicted.  It's witnessed in turning the other cheek.  Folks—our kids are watching us.  If your faith is lived out only one hour a week when you're here, but the rest of the week you will never be accused of being a Christian, should you expect anything different from the little ones who are watching, observing, and soaking up the example you're teaching?  Even in something as simple as Sunday morning worship we are faced with this reality.  What you do in worship is what your children will do.  Should you expect your kids to magically mature into active and faithful adults when you don't show interest in the Gospel of Christ yourself?  You know as well as I do: "Do as I say and not as I do" has never been effective in teaching.  You resent it.  You see it for the hypocrisy that it is.  So do your kids.  

My brothers and sisters in Christ: The life that is led in the glorious light of Christ; the sanctified life, as I said last week, the response to God’s love is rightly obeying God and His Word.  It doesn't mean that we need to live in constant fear that we haven't put enough checkmarks in the "good column."  It doesn't mean that we have to fearfully obey so as to earn or merit God's salvation.  Faithful obedience is properly witnessed in our simply trusting in the all-redeeming work and person of Jesus Christ alone; trust which plays itself out in our daily thoughts, words, and deeds—a full-life response to the joy of our justification in Christ because of God's grace and mercy and love. 

As we daily live our lives in the responsive joy of our being declared "right" and completely forgiven by God because of Jesus, we are truly showing and teaching our children (and all the world, for that matter) what it means to be "justified in Christ."  Talk about a true "life lesson!" Maybe the lesson doesn't take right away.  Maybe the loved ones initially reject the lesson and seek out their own ways; their own gods.  Don't get discouraged.  This doesn't mean that the opportunity to teach is over!  Education never stops.  Learning never stops.  The Gospel never stops.  As long as we walk this earth with air in our lungs, God will continue to hold out His free gifts of life and forgiveness to us and to all people.  

These divine gifts of life and salvation are held out through us.  They are witnessed and recognized in us as we lead by example, faithfully gathering around and clinging to the life-giving Word and Sacraments of God Himself.  It is a true joy and comfort to know that our Father never stops loving and forgiving us in Christ.  Never!  

May God grant you the strength, the courage, and the wisdom to rightly and faithfully show and teach the crucified and resurrected Lord Christ in all that you say, think, and do, and may the peace of Christ, which surpasses all understanding
