Isaiah 40:21–31

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

2 Corinthians 3:12–13; 4:1–6

12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God,﻿ we do not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants﻿ for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Mark 9:2–9

And after six days Jesus took with him ﻿Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and ﻿his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one﻿ on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, ﻿“Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three ﻿tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 For ﻿he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And ﻿a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, ﻿“This is my beloved Son; ﻿listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 

9 ﻿And as they were coming down the mountain, ﻿he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, ﻿until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

Wouldn’t life be easier if we could have a peek at the "end result" when things are troubling us?  Those tough times in life that seem like they're never going to end… probably wouldn't be so tough, would they?  Think about it.  The one thing that really tears a person down in life, whether it’s sickness, grief, or any other monstrous problem that life throws at you, is the uncertainty of it all.  

When will this end?  

When will the pain stop?  

How will we get through this?  

Will we get through this?  Admit it: If you could get just one glimpse into the future that lies beyond the painful uncertainty of the here and now, without a doubt, that glimpse would cause a change in how you handle yourself.  In fact, the very notion of painful uncertainty that we all feel from time to time would undoubtedly be replaced with a certain sense of "this is temporary.”  

No longer would we look to these tribulations and ask, "Will this end?"  Instead, we'd confidently look past these trials and profess, "This, too, shall pass."

  

As we turn our attention to the Gospel lesson for this morning, we witness this very reality being played out before the eyes of Peter, James, and John.  You see, in the passages immediately preceding this portion of Scripture we hear Jesus foretelling His impending arrest, death, and resurrection.  In fact, remember the six-day timeframe that the Gospel refers to; those are the six days that had elapsed since Jesus first broke this unsettling news to His disciples.  We know that they didn't take it well when they heard it.  We're told that Peter pulled Jesus aside and began to rebuke Him.  "Not on my watch, Lord!"  What these guys didn't understand is that the pain, suffering, and death that Christ was going to endure was absolutely necessary for their salvation and for the salvation of the entire world.  Without Christ's pain, suffering, and death, redemption is non-existent. 

However, when Christ told them of the bad times to come, He didn’t leave them high and dry with anxiety and uncertainty and sorrow.    He also foretold His resurrection, which would follow three days after His brutal, but necessary death.  Sadly, the disciples were no different than you or me.  They heard one portion of what Jesus was telling them and didn't hear anything that followed.  They heard the initial proclamation of pain, sorrow, and death, but not the promise of the resurrection that immediately followed. 

Thankfully, our Lord knew their sinful weaknesses.  He knew that they were going to go into a sinful "self-preservation" mode and flee for the hills.  This is precisely why our Lord took Peter, James, and John up on top of that mountain, before all the pain and suffering and persecution started taking place, and gave them a little peek, a little glimpse and reminder, of who He really was and why He came to earth.  This is why God's voice booms from heaven, "This is My beloved Son.  Listen to Him."  

This is also why Moses and Elijah, the personifications of all Old Testament Law and Prophecy, were sent by God to appear with Jesus before the disciples.  Our Lord wanted the disciples to see and to understand that all of God's plan for salvation, since He Himself first proclaimed it in the Garden of Eden, had always pointed to Jesus Christ and His all-atoning death.  In fact, we're told in St. Luke's account that Moses and Elijah, as legal witnesses, spoke with Jesus about His upcoming exodus to Jerusalem; the necessary and willing exodus into the bondage of death that would produce the free gifts of life, salvation, and emancipation of all mankind from the bonds of sin, death, and the devil.  

See, because of Christ, sin, death, and the grave don't get the final say.  The appearance of Moses on this Transfiguration Mount is a prime example of this.  If you’ve been reading “The Story” chapter six tells that Moses was forbidden from entering into the Promised Land because of his disobedience to God.  Moses was shown the Promised Land from a mountaintop in the pagan country of Moab, but God did not permit Moses to enter into it.  Moses died in Moab.  God Himself buried Moses there.  Yet, here is Moses on the Transfiguration Mount with Christ Jesus, talking about the impending salvation-producing exodus of Jesus.  

See our Lord knew exactly what He was doing when He had Moses appear on that mountaintop with Him.  Sin, death, and the grave don't have the final say.  Through faith alone in God's saving promise of Christ alone, here is Moses, once forbidden from entering into the Promised Land, now standing tall with Christ in glory, in the Promised Land!  Do you think this fact was lost on the disciples?  Not likely!  

In those moments when our Lord was transfigured, He gave these men, and by extension, all mankind, a glimpse at the "end result."  They were shown the glorified resurrection body of Jesus Christ, the Christ who would descend into hell and proclaim victory, the Christ who would walk out of the tomb on Easter Sunday morning, the Christ who ascended into Heaven and sits victorious at the right hand of God, the Father.  

Jesus showed the road to salvation.  He made it clear that there weren’t any options.  That road led to pain and suffering and the cross.  There is no alternate, no shortcut, no other way.  The road to salvation is a narrow path and it leads right through the cross of Christ.  You can't get around it, no matter how hard you try or how much you disagree, no matter what the Political Correctness says about this being "close-minded religious elitism." Jesus Christ is the one and only way to salvation, period! 

With this in mind, then, I will also profess to you that, as a Christian—a "mini-Christ" living in this fallen and sinful world of ours—you, too, will encounter pain, suffering, and death.  The way of Christ is the way of the cross, and, sadly, you don't have to go looking for those crosses in life.  They find you.  Like it or not, you are not immune from sickness, grief, or despair simply because you have your name on a church's membership list.  I often tell people that Christ's call to follow Him states quite clearly, "Take up your cross and follow me," not "take up your wealth, perfect health, and material prosperity and follow me." 

I will not hold out to you the false promises that you hear wrongly proclaimed so often in the name of Jesus.  Life in the here and now is not going to be one constant reward after another simply because you come to church.  I'm not going to tell you the false promises that your health, your wealth, your love life, or your station in life is going to improve one bit by simply "having more faith" or following some sanctified twelve-step or forty-day method or program. 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, your Lord and Savior knows how difficult life is here on earth, especially when it is a life lived in faith and service to God.  He lived it too!  He never leaves you to fend for yourself though!  He never gets you started on this maze of life and then simply abandons you.  Jesus Christ continues to keep His Word, "Lo, I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  Our Lord continues to give us a heavenly glimpse of His almighty and divine love for us by pointing to His ongoing presence among us, His Word and His Sacraments, the great "foretaste of the feast to come."  

This is exactly what God is doing for you this very morning, though He doesn't rend the heavens and scare us out of our wits like He did the disciples who didn't know the rest of the salvation story like you do.  Through the simple means of a called and ordained servant of Christ, your Lord and Savior holds out to you the absolutely free gifts of eternal life, complete forgiveness, and everlasting salvation that He purchased for you with His own life.  I hold out to you the peace that surpasses all understanding.  Jesus Christ, though He suffered and died, was raised victorious in the flesh.  Because of Christ, because of your baptism into Christ, into His death and into His resurrection, these victories are yours. 

I pray that in the remaining days you have left to run this race called "life," that through the true saving faith you will continue to see and hear these wonderful glimpses of His almighty and ongoing presence in your daily life.  May He grant you the saving faith to recognize these glimpses and trust whole-heartedly in the fact that "this too shall pass;" this too is just a temporal obstacle standing in the way of the eternal salvation that has already been won for us in the almighty work and person of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN

