Isaiah 25:6–9

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 9 It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

Philippians 4:4–13

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
Matthew 22:1–14
And again Jesus ﻿spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 ﻿“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave ﻿a wedding feast for his son, 3 and ﻿sent his servants﻿ to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 ﻿Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my ﻿dinner, ﻿my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ 5 But ﻿they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, ﻿treated them shamefully, and ﻿killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and ﻿destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not ﻿worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those servants went out into the roads and ﻿gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there ﻿a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ﻿‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and ﻿cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are ﻿called, but few are chosen.” 

What are you wearing?
When I was about 16, I went with the Luther League to a convention in Miami.  I stayed with a couple of boys from Rake as I was the only kid from our church to go.  During that week we got to know each other quite well, attending the convention and having fun on the beach.  Towards the end of our stay, my roommates challenged me to ask a girl, we had often seen on the beach, out for a supper date.  So I called her up from my room and lo and behold she said yes!  However I had no idea where to take her, so as I looked out our hotel window, I saw the name of a restaurant on a big neon sign.  So the next evening we met in the lobby and went by taxi to this restaurant.   

When we arrived Maître d' saw me, he took me aside and said something like, "Pardon me sir, but we cannot allow you to enter our facility dressed as you are.  Please follow me."  He then took me aside to a coat room that was filled with suit coats, blazers, neck ties etc.  He then said, "I apologize sir, but we do require our male guests to wear a suit coat when they visit us."  He then picked out a coat for me to wear.  Well, although my attire would attract no attention at an Applebees, it was not acceptable there 

Fortunately, there are no eternal consequences to the fact that I wore the wrong clothes that evening.  On the other hand, Jesus described a meal in today's Gospel where the dress code determines your eternal destination. 

Jesus began His parable saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son."  Such a celebration was an opportunity for the king to display his wealth, his power, his influence, his good taste, and his sense of excellence.  Even the poorest family in first century Israel went all out and made sacrifices in order to provide the best wedding feast possible.  

A king even went so far as to provide party clothes for everyone who attended.  Like my restaurant in Miami the king wanted every guest look their best no matter what.  When one arrived at the king's palace in travel clothes and the king's servant would take you to a changing room where you could wash up and change so that you would look fabulous. 

So there is one big difference between my restaurant trip and the wedding feast in today's Gospel.  My suit coat made me look acceptable while the clothing at the feast made the guests look great.  Another difference is the question of cost.  I used all the money I had to purchase the two cheapest menu items that night.  On the other hand, the people at the wedding feast in today's Gospel were the guests of the king.  He paid all the expenses. 

Since wedding feasts often lasted several days, the king would provide the best lodging for his guests.  He would provide the dining hall, the food and drink, the entertainment, the wedding garments - the king supplied all these things for the guests.  It is the king who invites the people to come and enjoy what he has prepared. 

What an excellent word picture this is of the eternal salvation that we have through Jesus Christ.  He has done everything necessary for us to enjoy life with God now and in eternity.  

We haven't lived a holy sinless life…but Jesus did.  And he did it for us.  

We didn't suffer and die for the sins of the world…Jesus did.  And he did it for us.  

And Jesus was raised from the dead to prove that with sin paid for death has been defeated.  His resurrection from the dead proves everything. 

Jesus fulfilled the promise that God made through His prophet Isaiah.  As we read in today's Old Testament lesson, "On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined."  Jesus serves us the choice food of peace with God through the forgiveness of our sins.  He gives us the joyous wine of victory over death.  It's all been prepared by him just as he said on the cross: "it is finished!"  With his sinless life and his innocent suffering and death Jesus has prepared the table of salvation.  Everything is ready.  There is nothing for us to do.  And we are invited to this feast, each and every Sunday: the Supper of our Lord Jesus.  All has been prepared.  Soon you will come and feast on his body and blood for forgiveness, life and salvation. 

The really crazy thing about this story is that some of the invited guests began to find excuses not to attend the wedding feast of the son.  When the king sent a second invitation, the people who were invited actually abused and even killed some of the servants.  Think about that.  All these servants wanted to do was invite these people to the most amazing and beneficial feast of all time.  They wanted people to receive the full benefit and blessing of this feast.  Why would anyone abuse someone for wanting to give them something good - something wonderful?  Nevertheless, some of these servants ended up dead.  The king considered these acts so terrible that he ordered the destruction of those who turned down His invitation. 

Who would be so foolish in real life?  The answer to that question becomes clear when we look at the history of Old Testament Israel.  The people of Israel had been invited to this feast, all through the Old Testament.  For God had promised that the Messiah, the Christ, the Savior would come.  And finally, on that first Christmas, he came.  But sadly, for the most part, the Jews rejected Him.  They persecuted and killed His servants and when God Himself came into their presence in the person of Jesus Christ, they rejected and killed Him as well.  In doing all of this they rejected and dishonored their God.  Their attitudes and actions showed that they were not worthy. 

People reject the invitation in a different way today.  They are satisfied with the barest outlines of the Christian doctrines.  They have no desire to learn more about their savior.  It is as if they work at getting what they think is the minimum recommended amount of Jesus and no more.  

Jesus pointed out another danger in His parable.  There was the man who turned down the gracious gift of the king's wardrobe.  He tried to go to the wedding feast in his own clothing.  Here the king had provided the most attractive fashionable, clothing for his guests and this man turned him down.  What an insult.  The king ordered the attendants to bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness.  In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

God does not want anyone to be lost.  He wants all to be saved.  He invites all people to the feast of eternal life in his Son.  The king spares no expense in preparing this feast.  It cost God the life of his very own Son.  Those who turn down the invitation, those who insist on earning their way into the feast, such people offer a great insult to God.  To decline God's offer in Jesus Christ is a shameful way to treat him.  And there are consequences because as Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Those who are dressed in Christ's righteousness will continue to enjoy the feast.  In fact, we do not even need to wait until we leave this world to begin experiencing that feast.  In a few moments, we shall be joining the hosts of heaven at the feast.  As we come forward and receive a small piece of bread and a sip of wine, we shall partake of the life giving body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  For a brief instant we shall attend the wedding feast of the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  For a brief instant, we shall see that heaven has already come to earth to dwell with us. 

Through baptism, Jesus Christ has removed our rags of sin and replaced them with the royal robes of Christ's righteousness.  He has dressed us for the feast.  He has destroyed our sinful rags with His suffering and death on the cross.  He has brought the reign of heaven down to us.  The Holy Spirit invites us to the feast through Word and Sacrament.  Come, the wedding feast of the Lamb is ready.  Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.  Amen

