Isaiah 5:1–7
Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;﻿ I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6  I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed;﻿ for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!﻿ 

Philippians 3:4b–14
If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law﻿ blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Matthew 21:33–46
33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants﻿ to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

 “ ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;﻿ this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” ﻿ 

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
Faithful repentance.
As we look at our Gospel it’s pretty easy to see that Jesus is not happy with the chief priests and Pharisees in His midst.  If the parable of the wicked and murderous vineyard tenants wasn't enough to clue you in on this, then the additional commentary that Jesus provides after the parable surely will.  As for the Pharisees and chief priests, by the time Jesus finished talking, they knew that He was referring to them.  "The kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits.  The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and when this same stone falls on anyone, it will crush them."  

As for the results, anyway you cut it, whether the stone is falling on you, or you are falling on to the stone, things aren't going to be nice.  One way or another, you will either be broken or you will be pulverized.  Some say this is what St. Paul was talking about when he said that Christ crucified is a stumbling block to Jews and folly to the Gentiles. 

I don’t agree with that interpretation.  St. Paul did say that Christ crucified is a stumbling block to the Jews, which would certainly include those chief priests and Pharisees but “stumbling block” isn’t the word used here in the Gospel lesson.  The word for stumbling block, as it is used in 1 Corinthians, is skandalizo—scandal.  I just loved that word in the Sem. cause it makes sense, doesn't it?  Salvation through faith alone in Jesus Christ crucified, alone, would be scandalous and blasphemous to a group of people who wrongly believed that the Messiah would be a great political and military leader who would make life here on earth a veritable paradise for them.  To hear that your victory is not of this world and it comes through faith in this "defeated criminal nobody" is scandalous.  

However, that's not the word Jesus uses in today's Gospel.  Here, He specifically uses the word pipto, which means "to fall upon," and He uses it in both scenarios—the person falling upon the rock and being broken as well as the rock falling upon the person and crushing them.  Amazingly, this breaking action does necessarily include everyone, faithful Christians too.  Everyone, in one way or another, will encounter the solid rock of Christ and be either broken or crushed. 

Generally, when we hear these words about being broken and crushed and recognize them only in terms of future punishment.  Then these words of Christ wind up coming across as nothing more than an ominous and terrifying threat.  Let's face it: Not everyone believes in Christ—His Word, His Way, and His Will.  Some people flat out reject Him.  Some people refuse to let God's Word break them down.  They refuse to let God's Word conform them to His Will, preferring instead to arrogantly and proudly form and fit God to meet their wants, their desires, and their opinions on how things should be.  Judgment Day is not going to be pretty for them.  They will encounter the truth of Christ, the Rock of our salvation, and be crushed into dust. 

Remember, though, that there are two different understandings when it comes to being broken and/or crushed by Christ.  Like I mentioned a few moments ago, all too often we hear these words and interpret the entire statement only in terms of divine wrath and hellish punishment.  Don't get me wrong: This is a correct understanding.  The Greek word that Jesus uses for "crushed" is the same exact word that He uses elsewhere to speak of the winnowed sinful chaff that is separated from the good wheat.  The sinful chaff, the crushed dusty remnant separated from the good wheat on the threshing floor, is winnowed right into the eternal and unquenchable fire of hell.  

However…there is a second, very good and necessary meaning here in these words too, particularly in the word which means "to be broken into pieces."  This word is different.  To be broken into pieces is not the same as being crushed.  You see, it is precisely God's Will that everyone does fall upon Him and is broken into a million pieces.  The difference is; God wants to completely break you down in your sinful ways.  Sin has no place with righteous perfection.  It is only after you are completely broken by God and His Word that He and He alone can put you back together the way He wants, righteous and holy, without blemish. 

But as I said earlier, not everyone who encounters Christ on this side of eternity is broken down.  Some reject, rebel, and take a defiant stand against Him.  They will be crushed in their unbelief.  This is why the vineyard was taken away from the sinfully proud and murderous Jews.  They were not producing the fruits God desired.  What are those fruits?  Matthew 3 says that we are to bear fruits that are in keeping with repentance.  My friends: The fruits our Lord looks for to be produced when He sows His seed of the Word are the fruits of repentance.  The murderous tenants heard God's Word, but they rebelled.  They encountered Christ and refused to be broken.  

Faithful repentance is different.  When God's Word of Law and Gospel floods our ears and reaches hard, sinful soil of our hearts, He, through His Holy Spirit, is planting in us the very Word of Christ; the Word made flesh for us.  Repentance doesn't rebel against the message, or attempt to justify itself by making excuses.  "God, you don't understand."  The good and desirable fruits of repentant faith look to God alone and confess: "I am a poor, miserable sinner.  I have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.  For the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive me."  

Properly understood in this light, we can clearly see why Jesus was unhappy with the chief priests and the Pharisees.  It had nothing to do with their positions of authority.  It had nothing to do with their wealth, knowledge, social status, or blood line.  Rather, it had everything to do with their hard, selfish, unrepentant hearts that looked to earn God's rich inheritance of heaven and eternal salvation by themselves; apart from the all-atoning cross of Jesus Christ.  

Now understand: They were producing "good fruit" in their fellow man's eyes.  In fact, these guys were the cream of the crop, as far as society was concerned.  However, all the fruits they produced were recognized by God as nothing more than dirty diapers when they were presented as something done in order to be saved, rather than as a humble, thanksgiving response because they were saved in Christ alone.  

So let’s be clear: Rebellious impenitence hears God and tends to only hear either ominous and terrifying threats or vindictive challenges to our autonomy, our control over our own lives.  That's what the word "autonomous" means—"to be a law unto one's self" (from the Greek: auto "self"—nomos "law").  It should come as no surprise that unfruitful faith responds the way it does to God's Word, either by trying to placate God by following all His rules and offering Him our good deeds in order to be saved, or by taking a defiant stand, claiming all the power and control and authority, like—"Who do you think you are?  Who are you to tell me?" 

Repentant faith is different.  Repentant faith does hear the threat of the Law and is rightly terrified, but repentant faith also recognizes that God is speaking these things to us, not to crush us, but to save us.  He speaks these things to us out of pure and genuine Fatherly love; a love that desires the crushing death of no man; a love so deep and so incomprehensible that it willingly and obediently went to the cross to suffer our just punishment, paying for each and every one of our sins with His own body and blood.  Repentant faith turns to God, and God alone, and sees our forgiveness in Christ waiting with open arms to embrace us and hold us fast in His undying and unconditional love.  Repentant faith clings to Christ alone, His  all-redeeming, blood-soaked cross.  Where the wages of your sin were paid in full.  This is the fruit of God's unconditional and eternal love for you.  I pray that this Law/Gospel reality takes root in you and so that you bear abundant fruits of repentant and thankful faith in all that you say, think, and do—now and into all eternity.  

AMEN

