Isaiah 64:1–9; 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your presence—2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4 From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. 5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?﻿6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in﻿ the hand of our iniquities. 8 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9  Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

1 Corinthians 1:3–9

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Mark 11:1–10 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus﻿ sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4 And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7 And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8 And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9 And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
How does He come.
The word advent means "coming."  In a generic sense, there are many advents around us.  We are reminded of many things that are coming.  We get many sale catalogues in the mail that remind us that Christmas is coming.  Not to mention the decorated trees, the red and green lights, toy advertisements, Black Friday, and holiday basketball tournaments, they all remind that Christmas is coming.  If you listen to talk radio or watch cable TV news programs, you know that a new congress is coming, another advent.  There’s also new movies coming, like the “Mocking Jay” movie a sequel to the “Hunger Games,” I think.  And Hollywood always seems to put our at least one movie to depict the coming end of the world, I’m sure to miss that one, because invariably those movies say nothing about the fact that the Lord will come again—this time in judgment and in all His glory.  This gets us to where we are today: the First Sunday in Advent. 

Why do we observe the season of Advent?  It's a penitential season, much like Lent.  It's a preparatory season, much like Lent.  The Palm Sunday account is read on both seasons, but during Advent, we are reminded of our Lord's return.  The temptation to say we're just getting ready for Christmas is great, but it's not entirely accurate.  Our Lord's first coming in the flesh took place over 2000 years ago, but that's not why we have four weeks of Advent.  As we begin the Advent season, it is truly meet, right, and salutary that we keep in mind we are NOT preparing for Jesus' first coming. That's already happened.  Let us remember to prepare for His coming to us in His Word and Sacraments, and to prepare for His coming on the Last Day.  That said, it is better that we speak of Christ's coming in judgment as His final coming rather than His second coming.  In other words, we should prepare ourselves to receive our Lord who comes to His people sacramentally, i.e. as He comes to us in His Word, in Holy Baptism, and in Holy Communion. 

That gets us to where we are today, the first day of a new church year, the First Sunday in Advent.  It’s called “Ad te levavi,” which are the first words in Latin of the Introit, today, "To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul."  This is what we do today and throughout the season of Advent, lifting up our souls to God, praising Him, just as the crowds in our text did, receiving the King who was coming to save them from their sins, whether they realized it or not.  "Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!" We praise Him in this manner as we prepare to receive Him as He comes to us today in His Word as well as when He comes to us in His body and blood.  Just as the crowds in Jerusalem welcomed Jesus as He came riding on a donkey, we also welcome Him today as He comes with and in His Word.  Knowing that He is coming, we ought to prepare ourselves to meet Him, getting ourselves ready to celebrate His coming, whether today in His Word or on the Last Day.  We prepare ourselves during this penitential season of Advent especially as we reflect upon our sins and our need for a Savior.  Through such preparation we are all the more eager to meet Him face to face, just as the crowds in Jerusalem were on Palm Sunday. 

One thing we may not fully understand is why the Palm Sunday account is the Holy Gospel reading for the First Sunday in Advent.  The connection is there between 33 A.D. and 2014: the people of God welcoming the Messiah as King.  There is another connection: these same people, then and now, have turned their backs on Him.  These same people who welcomed the Son of David on Palm Sunday would also call for His execution on Good Friday, an execution we called for some 2000 years before we were even born!  Yes, it was our sin too that put Jesus on the cross.  It was our unwillingness to meet Him, to greet Him, and to eagerly receive Him who went from Jerusalem to Calvary.  During this penitential season of Advent, this time of preparation, we need to examine ourselves and ask ourselves some questions. Will we be ready to welcome Jesus this Christmas, or are we taking Christ out of Christmas by our words and our actions—again?  Will we take full advantage of the Divine Service, or will we once again be too busy to come to our Lord's house for rest, taking the Mass out of the Christ-Mass?  Do we seek out our Lord here in His house, in Word and Sacrament, our Lord who gives us the one, only, and true meaning of Christmas, or will we be forcing ourselves to find some less than satisfying meaning in the rush to rehearsals, programs, parties, or even to the mall?  
During this time of the year we find ourselves pulled in many different directions and away from our Lord's house.  We crave rest, but we don't find it in our numerous activities.  If anything, we become more tired and stressed out than before.  We lose sight of the Christ child on Christ's Mass Day, on Christmas Day.
  

The reason that Jesus came into the world is to save us from our sins, living up to His Name.  That’s why Jesus came into this world in all humility, born like one of us.  It is for this reason that Jesus made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  He accepted the cheers on Palm Sunday and the jeers on Good Friday, for us!  He was stricken, smitten, and afflicted, for us!  He willingly took on the crown of thorns, the whipping, and the beatings, for us!  He bled and died—for us, to take our sins away!   As we confess in the Nicene Creed our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, "who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate [made flesh] by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man and was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried."  This would not be much of a confession of faith had it ended right there.  But on "the third day," we continue to confess, Jesus "rose again according to the Scriptures."  His new life is our new life, too!  By His glorious resurrection from the dead, Jesus opened to us eternal life in heaven, open to us and to all believers in Him as Savior and Lord.  In heaven we will forever dine at the heavenly Feast He has prepared for us, who will forever sing, "Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest!" 

It is this song of the angels, archangels, and all the company of heaven that we sing every time we are about to receive the Supper, a foretaste of the Feast to come.  "Heaven and earth are full of Your glory," we sing as our Lord comes down to us, coming to His house, to His Table, bringing all of heaven with Him so that we might partake with the angels and those who have gone before us in the faith: the Apostles, Evangelists, Prophets, Church Fathers, martyrs, the spouse to whom we were married for 50 blessed years, the grandparent we dearly miss, and the friend who died tragically.  All of them who died in Christ will all be here with us, eating and drinking with us as we gather around our Lord's Table, singing the hymn they forever sing in heaven: the Sanctus. 

Let us prepare to receive Him who comes to us in Word and Sacrament.  During this Advent season, let us prepare meet Him at the time appointed for His return on the Last Day.  Let us prepare by confessing our sins to God our Father, seeking His forgiveness for Jesus' sake, and by singing the Sanctus this great hymn, proclaiming Jesus' holiness and omnipresence, lifting up our hosannas as cries for mercy and of praise, and announcing that He is blessed who comes in the Name of the Lord.  Come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 

