2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 

Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” 

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges﻿ of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” ’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me.﻿ Your throne shall be established forever.’ ” 

Romans 16:25–27; 

25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Luke 1:26–38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed﻿ to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” ﻿ 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” ﻿
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born﻿ will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant﻿ of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

Karain

It's amazing how our feelings for something can change over time.  For instance, it wasn't too long ago that eggs were considered to be taboo food.  Eggs were full of cholesterol and fat.  It almost meant that if you ate eggs for breakfast, you had a death wish; you obviously wanted to clog your arteries and drop dead.  Just a decade or so later and the tune has changed.  Eggs are now being hailed as a miracle health and diet food.  The same can be said for lobster.  Did you know that less than 100 years ago lobster was considered to be the bottom-of-the-barrel food that only the extremely destitute or imprisoned ate?  It's true!  A lobster dinner was a last resort; a punishment.  Wow, how things have changed.  If I found lobster for Christmas you wouldn’t see me complain! 

But as much as our perceptions and likes and dislikes have changed over the years, there are still some things that will that pretty much remain the same.  Take, for instance, the idea of teenagers having a child out of wedlock.  Not exactly reason to rejoice, is it?  It never has been.  No one ever rejoices when the "good news" is revealed that little Jack and little Jill are now going to have a little one of their own.  In fact, the news is viewed as anything but "good."  

  

Knowing this timeless reality, we are faced with a bit of problem in our Gospel lesson for today, although this problem really only comes to light when you go back to the original Greek that this text was recorded in.  The text begins with the angel Gabriel visiting young Mary, and the first thing he says to her is, "Ka-rain, O favored one, the Lord is with you!"  Ka-rain: This word is often translated as "greetings," but it's so much more than a simple way to break the ice and introduce yourself.  This word actually means "rejoice!"  In fact, this same word is also a cognate of the same word used for "grace" (ka-ritos).  St. Paul makes extensive use of this short hand form for grace throughout his letters.  

This same word is used in the events surrounding Christ's death and resurrection.  Judas uses this word to betray Jesus as he kisses Him on the cheek.  The soldiers use this word to mock Christ as they crown Him with thorns and a purple cloak.  Now, while these two examples may seem out of place, you need to remember how God's grace is ours, solely because of the all-redeeming suffering and death of Christ.  His betrayal, His suffering, His miserable death means life and grace and peace for us.  This word is quite fitting in these circumstances when it comes to our salvation.  It should also come as no surprise that the very first word recorded by Christ Himself on Easter Sunday to the women at the tomb is this same pronouncement/greeting, Ka-rain!  As I said, this word, “ka-rain” is so much more than a simple "howdy."  This is a short-hand way of pronouncing God's unmerited grace and peace, which is certainly reason to rejoice. 

Now, consider the angel Gabriel shows up out of nowhere and essentially says to the young Mary, who was not married yet, hence the emphasis on the fact that she was a virgin (believe it or not but there was a time when faithful folks didn't have sex outside of marriage), "Rejoice!  It's gonna be a boy!"  Hearing that Mary was troubled by this greeting certainly makes more sense now, doesn't it?  "Rejoice?  Pregnancy out of wedlock?  Rejoice?  Pregnancy. Period. How can this be since I am a virgin?" 

Can you imagine what was going through this young girl's mind?  Without a doubt, the concept of rejoicing was the farthest thing from her mind at that point.  Who would believe her?  "No, really, it's a miracle!" Yeah, right.  The shame that would inevitably come down upon her, Joseph, and their families.  Who would believe them?  That's not how nature works, and everyone knows it. 

Yet, here's the thing: Mary faithfully listens and obeys.  She believes the unbelievable thing being proclaimed to her.  She doesn't worry about what the others may think.  She doesn't worry about the possible consequences or fallout.  Little no-name, peasant girl Mary is favored by God, not because of her bloodline or her incredible deeds or anything like that.  God chose her and showed His favor to her simply because of His good grace.  With God nothing is impossible.  God can show His favor to the lowest of the low.  God can cause a virgin to conceive and give birth to the Savior of the World.  Think about that.  God can cause a young little virgin to be the Mother of God.  That may sound crazy to you, but remember: With God nothing is impossible.  Mary believes this.  She confesses her faith, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your Word."  

How many of us can honestly confess this in our daily lives?  "Let it be to me according to Your Word."  We may like to think that this is our confession, but our reality tells a different story.  You and I both know that our daily confessions often sound more like, "Lord, let me help you out according to my word and way and will," rather than the faithful "let it be to me according to Your Word and Way and Will, for I am Your servant, O Lord." 

I bring this up for good reason.  You see, most theologians will tell you that this is the exact moment when the angel's prophecy was fulfilled and the Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary and conceived in her womb the Christ Child.  Look back over your text.  Up to this point, the angel's words regarding Mary's pregnancy have been in the future tense.  Mary will conceive.  She will bear a son.  She's not pregnant yet!  If you listened to what I had said earlier you would have caught this: "Rejoice, it's gonna be a boy."  She wasn't pregnant yet, but she would be, and that's certainly reason to rejoice.  

This is why theologians such as Martin Luther will say that at the very moment Mary hears the Word of God and obediently confesses, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your Word," is the very same moment that the Holy Spirit brings forth life in her.  She didn't argue.  She didn't doubt.  She didn't hinder or quench the work of the Holy Spirit.  She simply and humbly heard and obeyed.  In fact, that obedience to the Word included her rejoicing; words we now remember as "The Magnificat." 

Here's the thing: This same life-giving reality is at work in you to this day!  The Holy Spirit hasn't ever stopped giving the free and unmerited gift of life.  The Holy Spirit hasn't ever stopped bestowing the life that is found only in Christ Jesus upon us.  Consider how God still works in your life.  Consider how you have been brought to life-saving faith and how you remain in this life-saving faith: Through the hearing of the Word of God, ("Faith comes by hearing, hearing through the Word of Christ").  

My brothers and sisters in Christ: This is what we confess in the third article of the Apostles' Creed: "I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies me in Christ."  

Through the means of God's holy Word and Sacraments, the Holy Spirit continues to overshadow you and work the impossible in your life—slavery to freedom, sin to salvation, death to life.  And that's just it: With man these reversals are impossible; as impossible as a virgin conceiving and giving birth.  We can't do it; not even a little bit.  With God, however, not only are these blessed gifts of forgiveness and mercy and favor not impossible, but they are reality; not just for us, but for the entire world.  "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son."  

My fellow redeemed: This is Good News.  This is life-saving, life-giving news that certainly calls for ka-raining, rejoicing.  Our Lord is with us.  He has saved us in Christ.  He has done all the work.  It is finished.  This is certainly reason to rejoice, in season, out of season, forever.  I pray that your confession and response match that of Mary's: "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to Your Word.  Thy will be done."  

AMEN

