Isaiah 40:21–31

Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 23 who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 25 To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing. 27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. 30 Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 31 but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

1 Corinthians 9:16–27

For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. 18 What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. 

19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it under control,﻿ lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. 

Mark 1:29–39 

29 ﻿And immediately he﻿ ﻿left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now ﻿Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. 31 And he came and ﻿took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

32 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or ﻿oppressed by demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34 ﻿And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And ﻿he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 

35 ﻿And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and ﻿there he prayed. 36 And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, 37 and they found him and said to him, ﻿“Everyone is looking for you.” 38 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for ﻿that is why I came out.” 39 ﻿And ﻿he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

If we took a poll, I'm pretty sure everyone here would agree that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, was perfect and sinless throughout His earthly life.  He had to be.  That's the only way we could be saved, right?  The sinless Son of God took on our flesh and our sin in order to save us, precisely because we can't save ourselves.  He took on our flesh and our sin so that we would not have to suffer the present and eternal punishment we so justly deserve.  Duh, everyone who went through catechism knows that!  Well, not exactly. Sometimes people reveal that they don't necessarily believe this Gospel truth; not entirely, at least.  

Remember our recent Gospel about Jesus as a boy?  He left mom and dad and stayed back in Jerusalem at the temple.  Understandably, this caused mom and dad some anxiety, so when they returned and found Him they scolded Him.  "Why have you treated us this way?  We've been searching all over for you!"  Of course, we know that Jesus was doing His Father's will, but there's still that parental part of all of us that can't help but think that was pretty irresponsible of the boy.  I'd of probably let Him have it, too.  How is this not sin, again?  Isn't He technically breaking the Fourth Commandment here? 

That same little nagging feeling of doubt (which we don’t admit to) regarding Jesus' lack of sin often enters in with today's lesson as well.  "Everyone is looking for you!"  With these words St. Peter and the disciples make it clear that Jesus had made quite a few people unhappy with His unexcused absence.  Well, you know, we run into this sort of thing all the time.  We all know someone who doesn't meet the duties and responsibilities expected of them.  They're late, again.  They're sick, again.  The alarm didn't go off, it was raining or traffic was bad.  The excuses go on and on and on.  It's always someone else's fault.  It's upsetting when you're counting on something or someone.  You've been let down.  You've been taken advantage of.  So…those inconsiderate, unprofessional so-and-so’s are sinning when they do these sorts of things, right?  Could the same be said for Jesus, too? 

And, then, as I said, there's the reality that Jesus did make the people unhappy.  They had wants, needs, and expectations, and Jesus was nowhere to be found.  People were coming in droves, a golden opportunity that any pastor would give his left arm for, and there's no one around.  Imagine the justifiable anger you would feel if your pastor simply didn't bother to show up on Easter Sunday; the biggest day of the entire church year for visitors.  No heads up.  No warning.  No explanation.  Nothing.  

Imagine: This place is filled and I'm nowhere to be found.  Eventually you track me down, finding me out in my beautiful woods, praying.  "What are you doing?  Everyone's looking for you!  You've got a job to do!"  Again, I don't need to take a poll.  Do you think I'd make a lot of people unhappy with my unauthorized absence?  Would this behavior of mine be considered selfish and sinful? 

That's a good question, isn't it?  I wouldn't hesitate to call such behavior selfish and sinful, and yet, Jesus did it.  Now, no, I’m not planning on not showing up so I can have some alone-time with God in prayer.  However, that does lead to another good question: What was the job of Jesus?  Why was He sent into this world?  

Was He sent here for the purpose of working medical miracles?  Is that why Jesus came, to cure whatever ails us?  

Was He sent to earth to level the socio-economic playing field, making the poor and rich to all be at one, happy, equal, "fair" level?  This here and now happiness is what is often passed off as Christianity, but Christ Himself says many times, "My kingdom is not of this world." 

This may really blow some minds, but Jesus wasn't sent to be a people-pleaser!  The worldly, materialistic happiness people are so often searching for really has nothing to do with Christ and Christianity.  And do not be deceived.  This sort of selfish foolishness isn't just what "those" foolish unbelievers cling to; we do it, too.  Churches all across this land are filled with people searching for a Jesus who will provide them with free gas and groceries because they spent their money at the casino or on new cell phones or satellite TV.  Churches are filled with people searching for a Jesus who will provide them with things.  Last weekend I talked to a Dr. who told me he joined the Presbyterian Church years ago but when he saw that there weren’t any girls there available to date he joined the Methodist Church.  It's sad, but the Church is often viewed as really nothing more than a sanctified clubhouse where like-minded people meet to drink coffee and talk and feel a certain sense of belonging.  "Right teaching?  Right doctrine?  Right practice?  That stuff doesn't really matter.  We all worship the same Jesus, right?  Isn't the important thing that we're all happy?"

Now, don't get me wrong.  The Church is here to care for each and every person as best we can in both body and soul.  We do what we can with what we've been blessed with.  But, why does the Church exist?  The answer really is simple.  Don't over-think it!  We exist for the sole purpose of giving and proclaiming Christ crucified and resurrected.  That's it!  Everything else we have and we do is to serve this mission purpose.  We don't exist for the purpose of having stuff for the kids to do.  We don't exist for the purpose of having stuff for adults to do.  We exist as a church because our Lord has commanded, "Go and make disciples of all nations."  How?  By baptizing and teaching; by letting God work through His means of grace—His Word and His Sacraments.  We exist for the purpose of bringing people to Christ where He is to be found, in His life-giving means of grace, so that He can work His gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  

You know we can pay the electrical bills, fill gas tanks, give food to the hungry, and do every other good deed under the sun, all things that would certainly gain us attention and accolades and make everyone "happy" (which is impossible, of course), but if we aren't putting Christ and His Word and Sacraments first and foremost, we are simply toiling; laboring in vain.  St Paul says it clearly in 1 Cor 13: "If I have this, that, or the other thing, but have not love (i.e. "Christ"), I have nothing."  Unless we have Christ at the forefront, we are not a Church of baptized and redeemed children of God who have been called to proclaim the Law/Gospel truth of Christ Jesus.  

So, again, why was Christ sent into this world? 

Jesus was sent to give us what we need—forgiveness and salvation that comes only through Him, the Word made flesh and hung on a cross to die for each and every sin of the world.  In fact, the Scriptures, both Old and New Testament, are quite clear in stating this.  Isaiah says in chapter 61 that He was sent to proclaim the Good news.  Jesus Himself states this very fact in Luke's parallel account to today's Gospel lesson.  "I must preach the Good News of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose."  
That’s pretty clear!  Jesus was not sent to be a people-pleaser, at least, not as we understand the term.  He was sent to proclaim; to preach and teach about the forgiveness, mercy, and salvation that is found only in Him—the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  Jesus still does that today.  "Those who hear you hear Me."  Let Christ do the talking.  "Be still and know that I am God."  
My brothers and sisters in Christ, I can't make you happy.  But that's okay.  That's not why I was called and ordained.  My job is to point you to Christ, who lived and died and rose again for you and your eternal salvation.  It is only in this Gospel reality—a reality which is understood only through saving faith—that we begin to recognize what true joy and happiness and peace really mean; what they really are.  True peace is not found in health or wealth or any other worldly thing.  True peace, the peace that surpasses all human understanding, is found in Christ Jesus alone, Who was sent to be a people saver not a people pleaser.  Faith in Christ comes by hearing, hearing the Word of Christ.  This is the Church's vocation and calling—to proclaim that God so loved this fallen and sinful world that He gave His only-begotten Son to die for it so that whoever hears, believes and has faith in this Good News will not perish, but have everlasting life.  This doesn’t necessarily produce happiness, at least from man's fallen perspective.  But…from the perspective of Christ's cross and His means of grace, this faithfulness can't help but bring joy and peace and happiness, no matter what the circumstances may be; a joy and peace and happiness that clings to Christ alone and surpasses all understanding, now and into all eternity.  

If you're looking for happiness, look no further than right here—the cross of Him who lived and died and rose again for you.  

To Him alone be all the glory, praise, and honor. AMEN 

