Genesis 9:8–17

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

Ephesians 3:14–21

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Mark 6:45–56

45 Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 47 And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the night﻿ he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50 for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51 And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. 

53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 54 And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him 55 and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

Mine

Mine, mine, mine.  In our text today, God says the covenant He is establishing is His, and He says it three times: v 9: “I establish my covenant”; v 11: “I establish my covenant”; v 15: “I will remember my covenant.”

Mine, mine, mine. We know these words, don’t we?

As most of you know Susan and I raised 10 children, hers mine and ours.  Naturally we then had little ones who were about the same age.  Now we can tell you that if one is playing with a toy and another child runs over to claim his toy then it becomes a treasured possession of both and it’s trouble because they both claim it’s “My toy, Mine mine, mine…”

Have any of you ever attempted to shop on Black Friday?  The line just to get into the store is long.  Then the doors open.  The store clerks say, “No running,” without effect.  The crowd pushes and shoves to get the greatest deal of the season.  That TV, that new phone, that gaming system is . . . mine, mine, mine . . . a treasured possession.

Or two people are up for the promotion.  They started at the company at the same time.  Both have been successful, leading various projects.  One gets the promotion, and the other cries foul, that was “Mine, mine, mine.”  He’s jealous.

Oh, we all know these feelings well!  A treasured possession!  We love it!  A jealousy because we love it!  Mine, mine, mine.

God certainly knows it too.  He knows a treasured possession when He sees you.  Yes, have you ever thought about it that way?  He becomes jealous when you go off and about. 

In His Word He calls you His treasured possession!  Ex 19:5: Out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.  Deut 7:6: The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.  Deut 26:18: And the Lord has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured possession as he promised.  Ps 135:4: For the Lord has chosen [you] to be his own, to be his treasured possession.  Mal 3:17: “My treasured possession.”  Titus 2:14: “For his own possession.”  1 Pet 2:9: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession.”
God calls you his treasured possession, and He is jealous for you! Ex 20:5: “I the Lord your God am a jealous God.”  Throughout the Bible God calls you his treasured possession, and he is jealous for you! It is his covenant.

Yet there are times when we think it’s ours.  Mine.

How many times do we think we’re in charge?  Mine.  How many times do we think we’re in control?  Mine. How many times do we think we can change it?  Mine.

Too often we try to own our belief!  

How many of you remember the 1947 Miracle on 34th Street?  Little Susie, played by Natalie Wood, is sitting in the backseat of the car on Christmas morning.  Throughout the movie, she slowly comes to believe that this jolly old man in her life is in reality Santa Claus.  Driving along the road, she psyches herself up to believe in him.

“I believe. I believe. I believe.”  From the backseat, she mutters the phrase over and over.  Then she shouts, “Stop, Uncle Fred.”  She jumps out of the car and runs toward a vacant house she’s certain Santa has given her.  It’s as if her belief brought about his reality.

We are like little Susie, repeating, “I believe. I believe. I believe.”  We take ownership and are certain we can create our own belief.  What is in fact reality, of course, is that we aren’t in charge.  We can’t make true what we believe to be true.  But God comes to us, gives us His greater (and real!) blessings, and even creates the faith by which we believe His goodness.  He does with us as He spoke to Noah: “I establish my covenant with you.”

As sinful human beings, we think we’re in charge, in control, can change things. It’s “Mine.”

Here Luther’s explanation of the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed is helpful: “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me.”  We aren’t in charge, in control, able to change it.  But God is!

Consider the flood.  It was unlike anything mankind has seen before or since.  The flood was, without doubt, a holocaust of enormous and exceptional proportions.  One day everything was normal, and then . . . the deluge!  The water rose for 40 days, and the whole earth remained flooded for 150 days. God is in charge.

So as God created the world, He then re-created.  He set the rainbow in the cloud.  He established His covenant with us, all of us!  He established His covenant with every living creature.  He established His covenant for all future generations.  And He remembers the covenant forever.

His covenant that endures.  His covenant with Noah.  His covenant with Abraham.  His covenant at Sinai.  His covenant with David.  His covenant with Israel.  God’s covenant.  His covenant with you. He declares “Mine!”

Yes, without a doubt, you are God’s treasured possession.  God said so Himself.  He said, “When the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant.”
What was the covenant?  That He will never forsake us.  And He hasn’t!  Hebrews 13 declares, Jesus Christ will never, never, never leave or forsake you.  That’s like saying, “You are mine, mine, forever mine, mine, mine.”

Remember Jesus, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”  Jesus did the will of the Father.  He did the will of the Father; stood before Caiaphas, stood before Herod, stood before Pilate, took the beating, the scourging, endured the weight of the cross, willingly gave up His spirit on the cross for you.  But more than that, He rose on Easter morn for you.  So that you can be His.  So that he can possess you.  Listen as God declares in Ephesians:

So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Yes, you are God’s treasured possession!  Our God is jealous for you!  Today we see that three times in our text He says, “my covenant.” Three times?  He must really want you to know it.  God’s Covenant says Mine, Mine, Mine of us, His treasured possessions. 

 Amen!

