Isaiah 45:1–7
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: 2 “I will go before you and level the exalted places,﻿ I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, 6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the Lord, who does all these things. 

1 Thessalonians 1:1–10
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly﻿ mentioning you in our prayers, 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers﻿ loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

Matthew 22:15–22
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his talk. 16 And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances.﻿ 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius.﻿ 20 And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 
Two Great Events    
On this day we observe two great events. One is the anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century.  Historians have established October 31, 1517, as the beginning of this great movement because it was on this day that Martin Luther nailed the Ninety-five theses to the door of the castle church in Wittenberg. 

The second great event is the confirmation of these eight young Christians.  For them, this is the day that they begin their lives as full members of this Body of Christ known as Trinity Lutheran Church.

As we consider Reformation Day, we note that it was not Luther’s intent to start a reformation, but all of Europe was ready for change.  The corruption in the hierarchy of the church had oppressed all of Europe to the breaking point.  All that history needed was a little push and Martin Luther’s Ninety-five theses turned out to be that push. 

The Pope responded by turning the resources of the church against Martin Luther which made Martin Luther a household name throughout Europe. 

The persecution of the church forced Luther to defend himself.  This defense had the effect of building up the power and precision of Luther’s theology so that he became the most influential theologian of the last 1000 years. 

One of the encounters between the forces of the church and Martin Luther happened at the Diet of Worms in 1521.  The Emperor summoned Luther to give an account of himself and his writings.  The Emperor and his court, along with the representatives of the church, put incredible pressure on Luther to retract his writings. 

Martin Luther replied with some of the most famous words of the Protestant Reformation: 

“Since then your serene majesty and your lordships seek a simple answer, I will give it in this manner, neither horned nor toothed: Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust either in the Pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. 

“I cannot do otherwise, here I stand, may God help me, Amen.” 

As we look at our second great event today.  I will soon ask these young Christians who have confessed their faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?  I pray that they will answer, “I do by the grace of God.”  This is essentially what Martin Luther said 500 years ago.  Our problem today is the same problem that Martin Luther had; the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh.  So how do we combat these in today’s world?  

I would suggest to you that the answer to that is also the same today as it was 500 years ago.  Martin Luther wrote; “Catechism study is a most effective help against the devil, the world, the flesh, and all evil thoughts.  It helps to be occupied with God’s Word, to speak it, and meditate on it, just as the first Psalm declares people blessed who meditate on God’s Law day and night.  Certainly you will not release a stronger repellant against the devil than to be engaged by God’s commandments and words, and speak, sing, or think them.  For this is indeed the true “holy sign” from which the devil runs and by which he may be driven away.  
Now, you’re thinking to yourselves, “I just finished more than two years of study and you’re telling me that I must continue to study?”  Yes, that is what we are saying.  Martin Luther saw that God’s Word is the power of the Holy Spirit to work faith in us.  For this reason, he constantly encouraged people to learn as much of God’s Word as possible.  Like people back then, today some of us respond to this encouragement by daily prayer and meditation and others respond by doing the minimum of what they consider necessary to be a Lutheran Christian here at Trinity.

When Martin Luther responded to the pressure to retract his writings, he spoke of the Word of God three times.  He spoke of being convinced by Scripture.  He spoke of being bound to Scripture.  He spoke of being captive to the Word of God.  To be Lutheran is to agree with Martin Luther that the word of God is the ultimate authority of truth.  If the Bible covers a topic, then what the Bible says about that topic is the truth.  If the Bible says, “Do it,” then that is what we should do.  If the bible condemns it, then we should condemn it as well.  If the Bible says, “Believe it,” then we should believe it.  If the Bible says, “Reject it,” than we should reject it. 

If Martin Luther were your pastor, would you follow Luther’s encouragement to embrace the Word of God and study it at every opportunity or do the minimum and essentially reject the Word of God?

Faithful Christians will love the Word of God and drive their pastors into happy exhaustion with requests for more opportunities to study the Word of God.  They will see the study of the Word of God as an opportunity to get more of Jesus and His blessings.

If there is one thing that St. John is noted for, it is explaining that “God is Love.”  Jesus said, "Abide in my love."  Abide is to remain in, continue in, and stay in God by studying His Word, meditating on His Word, thanking Him, praising Him, and praying to Him.  Love is all about the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep, His friends, you and I.  Love is the love of the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  The Lamb took the full force of the wrath of God for us, and said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." then rose from the dead and promises us eternal life. 

The Devil, the World, and our own sinful flesh seek to cut off this relationship of love between our Savior and us.  Our enemies continuously tell us that we don't need God, that we can be our own god, that we can fulfill our own need for love.  They direct us to pleasure, comfort, security, popularity, and other fallible sources of love.  When these things fail, our enemies accuse us of not trying hard enough.  We find ourselves in a never-ending spiral of delusion and defeat.  The world tells us if you only did this or had that, then you would find happiness and love.  We expend massive amounts of resources to obtain these things that never satisfy us while we ignore the God who wants to give us the ultimate true love for free. 

Yes, Jesus said, "Abide in my love."  Remain there; stop relying on your own power.  The Holy Spirit has placed us in Christ Jesus through the gift of faith.  Any work we do on our own only serves to reject that faith and expel us from Christ's love.  Abiding in God's love means that He will work in us to strengthen our faith toward Him and He will work through us to show fervent love toward our brothers. 

Kenzie, Kelsey, Nick, Zack, Nathan, Shayla, Blair, and Gabe: In a few minutes you will confess the faith that receives this love of God that is beyond our understanding.  You will make promises to God in the presence of these people.  Basically, you will promise to stay where the Holy Spirit has placed you, that is; you will promise to simply abide in the faith that He has given to you, the faith that receives the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

I know we have discussed the answers you will be giving, but it is good for the rest of the congregation to review the meaning of these answers.  When you answer, "I do, by the grace of God," you are admitting that you cannot keep these promises by your own reason or strength.  Instead, you are relying on God by His grace to keep these promises in you and through you.  If God in His love “did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”

It is also good for those of us who have been confirmed and will soon witness the answers of these brothers and sisters in Christ, to recall the promises we made to God at our confirmation.  Where we have kept these promises, we can give thanks to Almighty God for His grace in keeping them.  Where we have failed, we can give thanks for the forgiveness that Jesus Christ earned for us on the cross, that in spite of our sin, the Holy Spirit can place us back in Christ's love. 

God loves us unconditionally.  He is the only source of pure, unconditional, love.  It is in this love that we abide by faith.  Just as God's love raised Christ from the dead, it promises that He will be with us here on this earth and that we shall be with Him forever in heaven.  By faith this love works in us and through us to free us, so that we can obey God's command and love our brother even as God has loved us.  Amen

